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	Year A
	Who am I in place and time?
	How does the world work?
	How do we make the world a better place?

	
	Travel and transport linked to flight and the RAF base
✏️ Curriculum Intent
This curriculum will help children:
· Develop a secure chronological framework for recent history.
· Understand how and why transport, particularly aviation, has changed over time.
· Explore the significance of individuals like the Wright Brothers and Amelia Earhart.
· Connect with their local history through RAF Brize Norton.
· Use historical enquiry skills to interpret evidence, understand change, and make comparisons between the past and present
	Leaders including kings and queens who have changed the world

	Significant individuals that have made changes in living memory
🧠 Curriculum Framework Organised by Historical Concepts
This curriculum teaches children about modern environmental challenges and changes within living memory, giving them a strong sense of their place in the world and how people—past and present—contribute to making it better.


	Year 3/4
	Autumn
	Spring
	Spring

	Historical Enquiry
	Historical Interpretation
· Observe and use pictures, photographs and artefacts to find out about the past
Historical Investigations
· Use evidence to explain the key features of events
Chronological Understanding
· Order dates from earliest to latest on simple timelines
· Sequence pictures from different time periods
· Use words and phrases to show the passing of time – past, present, old, modern  
Knowledge and understanding of events and people
· Describe significant individuals from the past
Continuity and Change
· Begin to identify old and new things across periods of time through pictures, photographs and objects
Cause and Consequence
· Explain that historical events are caused by things that occurred before them
· Understand that a consequence is something that happens as a result of something else
Similarities and Differences
· Recognise some similarities and differences between the past and the present
Historical Significance
· Explain the reasons why someone might be significant
	Historical Interpretation
· Explain that there are different types of evidence and sources, such as photographic and written, that can be used to help represent the past
Historical Investigations
· Use evidence to explain the key features of an event
Chronological Understanding
· Sequence events that are close together in time
· Order dates from earliest to latest on simple timelines
Knowledge and understanding of events and people
· Understand that there are reasons why people in the past acted as they did
· Describe significant individuals from the past
Cause and Consequence
· Understand that a cause makes something happen and that historical events have causes
Similarities and Differences
· Recognise some similarities and differences between the past and present
Historical Significance
· Explain reasons why someone might be significant 
· Talk about why an event was important and what happened
	Historical interpretation
· Observe and use pictures and photographs to find out about the past
Historical Investigations
· Observe or handle evidence to ask simple questions about the past
· Sort some object/artefacts into new and old and then and now
Chronological Understanding
· Sequence artefact/events that are close together in time
· Describe memories and changes that have happened in their own lives
· Use words and phrases that show the passing of time e.g., old new, before, after
Continuity and Change
· Begin to identify old and new things across periods of time through pictures, photographs and objects
· Begin to identify that some things change and some things stay nearly the same
Similarities and Differences
· Identify that some things within living memory are similar and some things are different
· Recognise some similarities and differences between the past and present
· Start to understand that during the same period of time, life was different for people in the past e.g., rich/poor, males/females
Historical Significance
· Talk about why the event was important and what happened

	Substantive Knowledge
	Historical Interpretation
· Observe and use a range of historical sources, such as photographs, illustrations, artefacts, and written documents
· Discuss how people and events are represented in different ways
· Sources help us learn about the past, but they may show events differently depending on who made them
· Photographs of the Wright Brothers' first flight, maps of Amelia Earhart’s journey, and posters from RAF Brize Norton today and adverts for planes today help us interpret history
· Artefacts such as early pilot goggles or old plane models give clues about what life was like and how people travelled
Historical Investigations
· Ask and answer historical questions based on evidence (e.g. “How do we know the Wright Brothers flew the first plane?”)
· Use pictures, stories, maps, artefacts, and other sources to explain key features of events and people
· Explore past events such as the first flight by investigating objects and accounts left behind
· The Wright Brothers’ invention was documented with photos and notes
· Amelia Earhart’s story includes newspaper articles, radio messages, and her flight log
· RAF Brize Norton’s history can be explored through uniforms, aircraft, and local interviews
Chronological Understanding
· Sequence events in time using words like before, after, past, present, modern, old, then, now
· Place significant people involved in aviation and events involving them on a simple timeline
· Sequence pictures or artefacts in chronological order
· The Wright Brothers flew in 1903; Amelia Earhart made her solo flight in 1932; RAF Brize Norton opened in 1937
· Transport has changed from walking, horses, carts → trains → early aeroplanes → jets → modern transport (cars, planes, spacecraft)
· Children’s personal timelines help them understand how they fit into history (sequencing journeys they may have taken using trains, planes, etc.
Continuity and Change
· Identify things that have stayed the same and things that have changed over time using photos and artefacts
· Begin to describe how developments (e.g., in transport) have improved or evolved
· Early planes had no roof or safety features; now planes are fast, enclosed, and comfortable
· Amelia Earhart's aircraft compared to RAF planes today shows massive technological change
· Brize Norton used to fly cargo and troops in WWII; now it supports international missions
· Some parts of travel (like needing passports or following safety rules) have stayed the same
Cause and Consequence
· Explain why key historical events happened (the cause)
· Describe what happened because of these events (the consequence)
· The Wright Brothers invented the aeroplane because they wanted to solve the problem of flight
· Because of their invention, people can now travel all around the world quickly
· Amelia Earhart flew to prove women could achieve in male-dominated fields; her success encouraged many others
· RAF Brize Norton was built because of the need for air transport during war. Now it helps during emergencies and peacekeeping missions
Similarities and Differences
· Compare life, objects, and events from the past and present
· Use subject-specific vocabulary to describe differences (e.g., propeller, cockpit, radar, engine)
· Recognise how people’s lives were different based on the time they lived in
· Travel today is faster, safer, and more accessible than in the early 1900s
· The Wright Flyer vs. a modern aircraft: differences in materials, design, speed, and purpose
· Amelia Earhart's experience as a woman pilot in the 1930s was very different from today’s opportunities
	Historical Interpretation
· Understand that we can learn about the past through different sources such as photographs, paintings, letters, diaries, and newspaper articles
· Compare how Mary Seacole and Florence Nightingale are shown in different pictures, books, and stories
· Recognise that stories about the past can be told in different ways and not all accounts are the same
· Mary Seacole’s story was not as well-known as Florence Nightingale’s for many years
· Begin to ask questions like: "Who wrote this?", "When did they write it?", and "Why did they write it this way?"
Historical Investigations
· Use photographs, artefacts (such as lamps, uniforms, medicines), paintings, and written records to ask and answer questions about the lives of Mary Seacole and Florence Nightingale
· Explore maps to locate where the Crimean War took place and where each woman travelled from and to
· Handle or observe replicas of objects from hospitals and medicine chests from the 19th century (these may need to be pictures, contact museum school box loans)
· Use clues from historical sources to describe hospitals and health care during the Crimean War
· Identify key features of each woman’s contributions through specific examples (e.g. Florence’s hospital reforms, Mary’s herbal remedies and care in the battlefield)
Chronological Understanding
· Sequence the main events of the lives of Mary Seacole and Florence Nightingale on a timeline
· Place the Crimean War on a class timeline and understand it happened long ago (in the 1850s)
· Compare this with children’s own lives and significant modern events (e.g. NHS, modern hospitals – Witney, Oxford hospital openings)
· Understand and use language such as "long ago", "past", "before", "after", and "Victorian times"
· Order events in the lives of both women: early life, decision to help in the war, travel, work in hospitals, legacy
Continuity and Change
· Describe what hospitals were like before and after Florence Nightingale’s reforms (e.g. cleanliness, layout, training of nurses)
· Explore how Mary Seacole’s work helped change attitudes towards race and women's roles in medicine
· Understand that in the past, women like Florence and Mary were not always listened to or given opportunities, and this has changed over time
· Identify what stayed the same in medical care during the 1800s and what changed (e.g. basic medical knowledge, but new emphasis on hygiene and care)
· Compare the role of nurses then and now
Cause and Consequence
· Understand that Florence Nightingale wanted to help soldiers and that her work caused big changes in hospitals and health care
· Explore how Mary Seacole's determination caused her to travel independently and set up her own hospital
· Identify key causes of illness and death in the Crimean War (e.g. poor hygiene, lack of medicine)
· Link actions to outcomes: e.g. Florence cleaned the hospitals → fewer soldiers died
· Reflect on how their actions helped people at the time and caused long-lasting changes in nursing
Similarities and Differences
· Compare the lives and actions of Mary Seacole and Florence Nightingale (backgrounds, training, how they travelled, the type of care they gave, how they were treated)
· Identify differences in their recognition during their lifetimes and after
· Compare hospitals, medicines, and treatments from the past with those today
· Explore differences in how illnesses were treated (herbal vs scientific medicine) and in who was allowed to become a nurse
· Discuss differences in access to education, travel, and career opportunities between men and women in the past and today
Historical Significance
· Understand why Mary Seacole and Florence Nightingale are remembered today
· Describe the important work each woman did and how it helped to change nursing and care
· Recognise how they made a difference to people’s lives and how their legacy lives on in the NHS, nursing, and education
· Discuss why statues, schools, and hospitals are named after them
· Begin to form opinions: Who do you think was the most significant? Why?
	Historical Interpretation
· Observe and comment on images, photographs, and posters to learn about the past
· Use images of polluted oceans, endangered marine animals, and early campaigns about environmental harm
· Look at before-and-after photos from clean-up projects
· Discuss how the media and environmental charities (like WWF or Greenpeace) use powerful images to tell stories about the environment
· Recognise that people in the past may not have understood the consequences of their actions on nature
Historical Investigations
· Handle and sort images, posters, and physical artefacts (e.g., plastic bottles, nets, turtle toys, etc.) into then/now, new/old, harmful/helpful
· Ask and answer simple questions about how pollution began and why people are trying to stop it
· Make guesses based on photos and simple texts: What does this picture tell us about life in the past?
· Plastic began being used widely in the 1950s–60s for convenience, but was not always recycled
· People didn’t realise how long plastic stayed in the ocean and how it hurt sea animals
· Children will explore The Ocean Clean-Up Project, founded by Boyan Slat, and what his invention (the ocean-cleaning system) does
· Begin to know activists such as David Attenborough who has raised awareness and called people to action
· They will also learn how local people and activists work together to keep nature safe (investigate local groups and committees seeking to clean up our local area)
Chronological Understanding
· Sequence environmental events within living memory (e.g. invention of plastic bags → ocean pollution → clean-up campaigns)
· Use key vocabulary: before, after, old, new, now, then, long ago, recently, today
· Talk about changes they’ve seen or experienced in their own lives (e.g., recycling at home or beach clean-ups)
· Timeline of events:
1. 1950s: Rise of plastic use
2. 1980s: Concerns raised by scientists
3. 2000s: Media campaigns and wildlife rescue stories
4. 2013: Boyan Slat proposes The Ocean Clean-Up
5. Today: Technology helping clean oceans around the world
· Children understand that these are changes that adults today lived through and are still part of
Continuity and Change
· Identify things in the environment that have stayed the same (e.g., oceans, sea animals) and things that have changed (e.g., amount of rubbish, number of clean-up teams)
· Begin to describe how our understanding and behaviours about nature have changed
· In the past, the sea was seen as a place to throw waste without consequences
· Over time, people realised the harm this caused and began campaigns to reduce plastic and protect wildlife
· Technologies (e.g., the interceptor river barriers) show how change continues today
· While the problem of pollution continues, human actions are also changing to fix it
Similarities and Differences
· Compare life and attitudes to the environment now and then
· Notice that people in the same time may have lived differently (e.g., people who campaigned to save animals vs those who didn’t recycle)
· Identify how young inventors and environmental leaders are involved now
· In the past, few people spoke up about the environment—now, there are many campaigners, including children
· Life in the 1950s–1970s was more focused on convenience than consequences
· Examples: Greta Thunberg, Boyan Slat, local beach clean-ups vs careless pollution
Historical Significance
· Talk about why a change, event, or person was important
· Begin to understand how individual actions can make a big difference
· Boyan Slat is significant because he used an idea to solve a big problem
· The Ocean Clean-Up Project is important because it shows that people can use technology to fix human-caused problems
· Environmental protection is significant because it affects animals, humans, and the future
· Children understand that ordinary people can also be significant when they make positive changes (like planting trees or picking up litter)


	Additional resources and suggested teaching ideas
	Spiral Learning Links
· Chronology is revisited each term with progressively more complex timelines
· Transport begins with current experience and is built up to complex comparisons and historical evaluations.
· Historical significance deepens from basic facts (Wright Brothers) to moral and inspirational aspects (Amelia Earhart)
· Local links to RAF Brize Norton provide real-world application and personal connection
· Skills such as interpreting artefacts, using sources, and making cause/consequence links are repeated with increasing depth
Resources & Enrichment Ideas
· Visit to RAF Brize Norton arrange to visit a plane and speak with people who work with the planes (pilots, ground crew, etc.)
· Handle replica artefacts: model planes, old tickets, pilot goggles, etc.
· Map work: plotting Amelia Earhart’s route
· Aviation Day: dress-up, make mini aeroplanes, timeline runway walk
· Display children’s work in the corridor or hall with QR codes for recorded oral reflections
	Enrichment Opportunities
· Visit to the Florence Nightingale Museum virtual tour through their online resources
· Nursing workshop with a local NHS nurse or community visitor to talk about how nursing has changed and stayed the same
· Mini medical museum in your classroom: handle artefacts or replicas (bandages, lamps, uniforms) and discuss how they were used
·  “Meet the Nurse”: Children act in role as Mary or Florence and retell key events in their life
· Create a living timeline, with children dressed as key historical figures telling their stories in sequence
· Write diary entries or letters home from the point of view of a nurse or a soldier in the Crimean War
· Retell the story of each woman through first-person storytelling or news reports (filmed or written)
Final Project: “The History Makers Museum”
· The class will design and host a mini-museum or exhibition for another class or parents. Each child or group will take responsibility for one section or theme, using their historical skills to showcase what they’ve learned about how Mary Seacole and Florence Nightingale changed the world
	Project Assessment: “What Can I Do to Make the World a Better Place?”
Children will choose from:
· A mini-campaign display or poster (e.g., "Our Ocean Heroes")
· A scrapbook or booklet with before/after pictures and captions
· A spoken presentation with props or images (group or individual)
Project Must Include
1. Timeline of environmental change (e.g. invention of plastic → Ocean Clean-Up)
2. Significant person profile (e.g. Boyan Slat – who he is, what he did, why it matters)
3. Old vs. new comparisons (artefacts/images showing pollution then and now)
4. Ideas for today (how they help at school/home; what others do around the world)
5. Answer to the enquiry question: "How do we make the world a better place?"
[bookmark: _heading=h.uhzj90n6a9dg]Enrichment Ideas
· Local litter pick or “Green Day” to launch the project
· Message in a Bottle writing activity: children write a message to the future about how to care for the planet
· Create a recycled art exhibition linked to the campaign
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