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	Year A
	Who am I in place and time?
	How does the world work?
	How do we organise ourselves?

	
	Children discover their place in history and community through the story of migration and cultural encounter during Roman Britain. It fosters a deep sense of identity rooted in the understanding that Britain’s rich heritage is built on diversity and shared experiences. Children explore how migration has shaped society, recognising the dignity of all peoples and the value of cultural contributions over time.

	Children to explore the transformative power of human creativity and innovation. By studying inventions from the Victorian era to modern times. They develop an awareness of the social and environmental impact of these changes, encouraging responsible stewardship of creation and empathy for those affected by progress.
Pupils are encouraged to consider how inventions affect our common home, promoting sustainable development and respect for all life.
	Children begin to understand the development of governance, leadership, and social organisation in Britain’s early medieval period. Through the stories of invaders, rulers, and early kings, children gain insight into justice, authority, and the common good. They reflect on how leadership structures have evolved and the development in understanding the importance of responsible leadership.

	Year 3/4
	Autumn
	Spring
	Spring

	Historical Enquiry
	Historical Interpretation
· Investigate different accounts of historical events and be able to explain some reasons why the account may be different. (Boudica heroine or villain?) 
· Begin to understand some of the ways in which historians and others investigate the past
Historical Investigations
· Begin to undertake own research
· What remains of Roman Britain in the Cotswolds and West Oxfordshire?
· How has Roman migration shaped British life today (infrastructure, law, culture)?
Chronological Understanding
· Understand a timeline can be divided into BC and AD
· Sequence several events, artefacts or historical figures on a timeline using dates
Knowledge and understanding of events and people
· Explain how people and events in the past have influenced life today
Continuity and change
· Start to explain the impact of some changes that have happened throughout different periods of time
Cause and Consequence
· Begin to understand that historical events create changes that have consequences
· Understand that historical events have consequences that sometimes last long after the event is over
Similarities and Differences
· Identify and give some examples of how life was different for different people in the same periods of time
Historical Significance
· Identify historically significant people and events from a period of history and give some details about what they did or what happened
· Understand that historical significance can be related to specific events, people, locations and ideas that are seen as being particularly important to us
	Historical Investigations
· Construct informed responses about one aspect of life or a key event in the past through careful selection and organisation of information
· Regularly address and sometimes devise own questions to find answers about the past
Chronological Understanding
· Sequence several events on a timeline using dates, including events that are further apart
Knowledge and understanding of events and people 
· Describe connections and contrasts between aspects of history, people, events and artefacts studied
Continuity and Change
· Start to explain the impact of some changes that have happened throughout different periods of time
Cause and Consequence
· Comment on the cause for some key events and changes
· Understand that historical events have consequences that sometimes last long after the event is over
Similarities and Differences
· Identify and give some examples of how life was different for different people in the same or different periods of time
Historical Significance
· Begin to understand that historical significance is a decision that people living in modern times make about what they feel are important aspects of the past
· Understand that historical significance can be related to specific events, people, locations and ideas that are seen as being particularly important to us.
	Historical Interpretation
· Begin to understand some of the ways in which historians and others investigate the past
Historical Investigations
· Construct informed responses about one aspect of life or a key event in the past through careful selection and organisation of information
· Gather more detail from sources such as maps to build up a clearer picture of the past
· Begin to undertake own research
Chronological Understanding
· Sequence several events on a timeline using dates
· Knowledge and understanding of events and people
· Explain how people and events in the past have influenced life today
Continuity and Change
· Identify key things that changed between periods
· Identify things that have stayed the same between periods
· Identify that there are reasons for continuities and changes across periods of time and explain some of these
Cause and Consequence
· Understand that a cause is something directly linked to an event and not just something that happened before it
· Explain a series of directly related events that happened in the lead up to a historical event
· Begin to understand that historical events create changes that have consequences
· Understand that historical events have consequences that sometimes last long after the event is over
Similarities and Differences
· Identify and give some examples of how life was different for different people in the same or different periods of time
· Historical Significance
· Identify historically significant people and events from periods of history and give some detail about what they did or what happened

	Substantive Knowledge
	Historical Investigation
· Study of Roman artefacts: coins, mosaics, weapons, pottery, inscriptions (linked to local museums/sites like North Leigh Roman Villa, Chedworth)
· Investigation of local sites: walks or virtual visits to Roman roads, villas, or town structures in Oxfordshire and Gloucestershire
· Use of archaeological reports, reconstructions, and maps
· Analyse different types of sources (artefacts, written records, ruins)
· Begin to draw inferences from limited evidence (e.g. interpreting what a villa layout reveals about Roman life)
Chronological Understanding
· Timeline from Iron Age Britain to the end of Roman rule (43–410 AD)
· Compare the Iron Age Cotswolds with Romanised Britain
· Understand Britain before Romans, during conquest, and after withdrawal
· Place Roman arrival in the wider context of British and world history
· Understand how long the Romans stayed and what lasting changes they made
· Use terms like invasion, settlement, conquest, empire, and withdrawal correctly
Continuity and Change
· Study changes in housing, food, roads, writing, religion, and daily life
· Identify aspects of Roman life still visible today (e.g. straight roads, town planning, calendar, toilets, laws)
· Describe what changed in local life after the Roman arrival.
· Recognise continuity in certain customs, religious practices or buildings
Cause and Consequence
· Why did the Romans invade Britain? (resources, geography, status)
· What were the consequences for native Britons? (loss of autonomy, new technologies, mixing of cultures)
· Explore long-term consequences: town development, roads, law, and language
· Understand and explain motivations behind Roman migration and conquest
· Identify both positive and negative consequences for native people
· Make links between cause and long-term legacy (e.g. “Because of Roman migration, we still use Latin roots in English.”)
Similarities and Differences
· Compare Roman and Iron Age housing, food, clothing, religion, and settlement structure.
· Explore differences between Roman citizens, soldiers, slaves, and native Britons
· Investigate the varied experiences of migration: conquering vs being conquered
· Explain key differences between Iron Age and Roman Britain
· Understand that not all change was welcomed or equally shared
Historical Significance
· Study of significant Roman figures (e.g. Julius Caesar, Boudica) and their legacies
· Investigate which Roman innovations still affect daily life (roads, aqueducts, legal systems)
· Reflect on the significance of Roman place names and architecture still visible in the Cotswolds
· Explain why the Romans are considered historically significant
· Make personal links: "What parts of Roman heritage can I still see in where I live today?"
	Historical Investigation
· Explore Victorian artefacts: early telephones, train tickets, factory tools, child labour posters
· Investigate primary sources: photographs from the Great Exhibition, diary entries, blueprints of steam engines and early planes
· Compare propaganda and advertising about inventions (e.g. Victorian vs modern train systems)
· Ask and answer historically valid questions about inventions (e.g. What problem did this solve? Who benefited?).
· Use artefacts and sources to draw conclusions about daily life, work and communication across time
Develop Chronological Understanding
· Construct a timeline of significant inventions from 1066 to present, identifying key turning points
· Place Victorian era, World Wars, and the internet age in relation to each other and the present
· Use visual timelines to show progression in transport (horse → steam train → plane → electric car)
· Accurately sequence major inventions during the Victorian historical periods (e.g. Industrial Revolution before the internet)
· Use historical terms (century, era, invention, revolution) correctly
· Understand that the past is divided into different time periods, each with its own innovations
Discuss Continuity and Change
· Compare life before and after major inventions: trains, phones, gas lighting, the internet.
· Examine how factory work evolved from the 1800s to modern robotics and AI
· Explore continuity in human needs (communication, transport, health), and how inventions responded particularly during the Victorian era
· Identify significant changes in technology and social life over time (e.g. speed of travel, how people connect)
· Understand that some aspects of life (e.g. the need for communication or travel) have remained constant, but the means have changed
Identify Cause and Consequence
· Explore the causes of the Industrial Revolution: population growth, scientific curiosity, trade.
· Investigate consequences of inventions like the steam engine (e.g. urbanisation, pollution, faster trade)
· Identify and explain reasons why key inventions were created
· Recognise both intended and unintended consequences of new technology (e.g. planes → tourism + emissions)
· Understand that invention often arises in response to global problems or human needs
Compare Similarities and Differences
· Compare life in Victorian cities with life in a modern urban environment
· Examine differences between steam trains and electric trains — what was improved and why
· Compare two inventors (e.g. James Watt vs Tim Berners-Lee) and their global impact
· Recognise that different time periods solve similar problems in different ways
· Understand how different groups (rich/poor, children/adults) experienced invention differently
Historical Significance
· Explore why some inventions are remembered more than others (e.g. phone vs fax machine)
· Debate which invention had the most lasting impact on society or the environment
· Discuss which modern invention (or idea) might be seen as historically significant in the future
· Identify and explain why some inventions are considered more important than others
	Historical Investigation
· Examine Anglo-Saxon artefacts: jewellery, weaponry, coins, runes
· Investigate Viking raid evidence and settlements through archaeological finds
· Study historical records: Anglo-Saxon Chronicle excerpts, laws, and charters
· Look at images and reconstructions of early English kingdoms and Edward the Confessor’s court
· Analyse different types of evidence to understand invasion, settlement, and rule
· Begin to interpret biased or incomplete sources, considering who wrote them and why
Develop Chronological Understanding
· Timeline of Anglo-Saxon settlement (5th century onwards), Viking raids (~8th-11th centuries), and Edward the Confessor’s reign (1042–1066)
· Place these events in the wider context of British history
· Understand sequence: invasion → settlement → conflict → rule
· Accurately order key events in Britain’s invasion history involving the Vikings
· Use historical terms such as kingdom, raid, settlement, reign, succession
Discuss Continuity and Change
· Compare Anglo-Saxon governance (kingdoms, laws, witan councils) with Viking rule and raids
· Study changes brought by Edward’s reign (church influence, law)
· Consider what customs, laws, or social structures survived the invasions
· Describe how leadership and society changed due to Viking invasion
· Explain continuities in governance despite conflict
Identify Cause and Consequence
· Causes: push/pull factors for Viking raids; Anglo-Saxon migration after Roman Britain
· Consequences: new kingdoms, cultural exchange, law codes, fortified town
· Edward’s reign consequences: relative peace before Norman Conquest, strengthening monarchy and church
· Explain why invaders came to Britain and what motivated their actions
· Identify consequences of invasions on politics, culture, and society
Compare Similarities and Differences
· Compare Anglo-Saxon and Viking societies: beliefs, warfare, settlement patterns
· Compare Edward’s monarchy to earlier rulers and modern government
· Contrast kingship with modern democracy: power, laws, people’s roles
· Explain how kings organised society differently than today’s government
Historical Significance
· Investigate why Edward the Confessor is seen as a pivotal figure
· Explore lasting legacies of Anglo-Saxon law and monarchy
· Discuss how Viking culture influenced language, place names, and customs
· Explain the historical importance of invasion and rulership


	Additional resources and suggested teaching ideas
	Project Assessment – My Roman Story: Then and Now
Children will create a presentation, booklet or digital project exploring:
· A timeline of the Roman impact on Britain (with focus on their local area)
· What life was like before and after the Romans in West Oxfordshire/Cotswolds
· An artefact or site that tells a local Roman story
· A reflection on what traces of Roman Britain still shape their world today
· Clear understanding of chronological context and change
· Use of real evidence from sources and local history
· Personal reflections grounded in historical understanding
· Explanation of historical significance of Roman migration

	Final Project Title: "Inventors Who Changed the World"
Children select one invention and:
· Explain its origin and the problem it solved
· Place it in historical context and show how it changed people’s lives
· Assess its long-term consequences
· Propose a future invention to address a modern world problem
· Use of evidence and historical vocabulary
· Analysis of cause, consequence, continuity, change, and significance
	Final Assessment – “Kings, Raiders and Rulers: How Did They Organise England?”
Children will create a presentation, timeline, or booklet:
· Explaining who the Anglo-Saxons and Vikings were and why they came to Britain
· Describing how kings like Edward the Confessor organised the country
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Use of historical vocabulary and chronology



image1.png
The

Pope Francis Catholic
Multi Academy Company





image2.jpg




