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	Year A
	Who am I in place and time?
	How do we organise ourselves?
	How do we express ourselves?

	
	Pupils develop a rich knowledge of ancient world history develop as young historians specialising in foreign history with an emphasis on deep, comparative understanding. By studying the Shang Dynasty alongside other ancient civilisations and British history, pupils gain a rich perspective on world history and its lasting cultural impacts. They engage critically with evidence, pose meaningful questions, and communicate their insights confidently, shaping their understanding of how past societies continue to influence the modern world.

	Children critically examine evidence about how Ancient Greeks organised their city-states and established early parliamentary systems, comparing with modern governance to understand different interpretations of leadership and cooperation.
Children are able to explore how cooperation and shared responsibility form the foundation of successful societies, focusing on Ancient Greek democracy and the first known parliamentary systems. This prepares them to understand how respectful working together shapes communities and countries today.
	Children will explore the world through art – understanding cultural uniqueness and connections.  They will develop knowledge of the Mayan civilisation through their artistic and cultural expressions and compare it with other cultures’ arts to celebrate diversity and shared human creativity.  This will culminate in children acting as art curators organising a cultural exhibition.

	Year 5/6
	Autumn
	Spring
	Summer

	Historical Enquiry
	Historical Interpretation
· Find and analyse a wide range of evidence about the past
· Consider different ways of checking the accuracy of interpretations of the past
Historical Investigations
· Investigate their own lines of enquiry by posing historically valid questions to answer
· Select relevant sections of information to address historically valid questions and constructed detailed, informed responses
Chronological Understanding
· Order an increasing number of significant events, movements and dates on a timeline using dates accurately
· Accurately use dates and terms to describe historical events
Knowledge and understanding of events and people
· Identify and note connections, contrasts and trends over time in the everyday lives of people. 
Presenting, organising and communicating
· Present, communicate and organise ideas about the past using detailed discussions, debates and more detailed written narratives
	Historical Interpretation
· Find and analyse a wide range of evidence about the past
· Continue to develop an understanding of how historians and other investigate the past
Historical Investigations
· Recognise when they are using primary and secondary sources of information to investigate the past
· Use a wide range of different evidence to collect evidence about the past, such as ceramics, pictures, documents, printed sources, posters, online material, photographs, artefacts, historic statues, figures, sculptures, historic sites
Chronological Understanding
· Understand how some historical events/periods occurred concurrently in different locations
Knowledge and understanding of events and people
· Use appropriate historical terms, such as culture, religious, social, economic and political when describing the connections, contrasts and trends over time
	Historical Interpretation
· Start to understand the difference between primary and secondary evidence and start to question its reliability
· Continue to develop an understanding of how historians and other investigate the past
Historical Investigations
· Investigate their own lines of enquiry by posing historically valid questions to answer
· Select relevant sections of information to address historically valid questions and constructed detailed, informed responses
Chronological Understanding
· Understand how some historical events/periods occurred concurrently in different locations

	Substantive Knowledge
	Historical Interpretation
· Explore archaeological evidence (oracle bones, bronze artefacts) and ancient texts (e.g., inscriptions) from the Shang Dynasty
· Compare these with contemporary sources from Ancient Britain and the Mayan civilisation
· Analyse different historians’ interpretations about the Shang social structure, religion, and governance
· Discuss why some interpretations differ and how historians verify the accuracy of their sources (cross-referencing, corroboration, bias awareness)
· Reflect on how interpretations of the Shang Dynasty have changed with new discoveries
· Examine reproductions of oracle bones and debate what they tell us about Shang society.
· Compare two historians’ views on Shang kingship and discuss reasons for differences
Historical Investigations
· Pose questions such as: "What was life like for people living under Shang rule?" "How did the Shang influence modern Chinese culture?" "How did democracy in Ancient Greece compare to Shang rule?"
· Research using primary and secondary sources, selecting relevant information to answer questions thoroughly
· Construct detailed, evidence-based responses, supporting conclusions with examples
· Consider the impact of Shang inventions (bronze working, writing) on other cultures and on modern life
· Create enquiry questions and use books, videos, and websites to gather information
· Develop structured reports answering their questions with historical evidence
Chronological Understanding
· Place the Shang Dynasty (c. 1600–1046 BCE) accurately on timelines alongside Ancient Britain (Stone Age to Iron Age), Ancient Greece, and the Mayan civilisation
· Use key dates and terms such as "Bronze Age," "dynasty," "oracle bones," and "democracy"
· Understand overlapping timelines and how events in one culture relate to or differ from others worldwide
· Create large classroom timelines with key events from the Shang Dynasty, Ancient Britain, Mayans, and Ancient Greece
Knowledge and Understanding of Events and People
· Understand Shang political structure (king, nobility, priests), religious beliefs, daily life, and achievements (bronze casting, writing)
· Compare Shang rule with contemporary forms of governance, including early democracy in Ancient Greece and tribal systems in Britain
· Explore how Shang innovations influenced China and the wider world (e.g., writing systems, ritual practices)
· Discuss how ancient political systems have shaped modern societies and legal systems, including the rule of law
Presenting, Organising, and Communicating
· Use visual aids such as timelines, maps, and artefact reproductions to support presentations
· Hold a classroom “history conference” where pupils give short presentations on their enquiry questions
· Write detailed essays or reports about the Shang Dynasty and its global context
· Create comparative posters or digital presentations illustrating key points
	Historical Interpretation
· Explore primary and secondary sources about Ancient Greek democracy, including the Athenian Assembly and Council of 500
· Analyse how historians interpret the origins and effectiveness of early democratic practices
· Discuss various viewpoints on leadership, power-sharing, and citizen participation in Ancient Greece
· Compare these with interpretations of governance in other ancient societies and modern democracies
· Examine excerpts from ancient texts describing Athenian democracy
· Analyse historians’ debates on who could participate in early parliaments and why
Historical Investigations
· Pose questions such as: “How did Ancient Greeks start the first parliament?” “What roles did people play in early democracies?” “How can cooperation create successful countries today?”
· Investigate governance structures of Ancient Greece, comparing with other countries (past and present)
· Research how laws and decisions were made and how citizens influenced change
· Explore case studies of modern democracies to understand similarities and differences
· Research and report on Ancient Greek political roles (e.g., citizen, magistrate, assembly member)
Chronological Understanding
· Accurately place Ancient Greece (c. 5th century BCE) on timelines alongside other civilisations’ governance milestones
· Use terms such as “democracy,” “parliament,” “citizen,” and “assembly”
· Understand the sequence of political developments leading from early city-states to modern nations
· Build a timeline showing key moments in Ancient Greek democracy and other governance systems
· Compare timelines showing democratic development in Greece, Rome, and modern Britain
· Use timeline activities to identify cause and effect in political change
Knowledge and Understanding of Events and People
· Understand the structure of the Athenian Assembly, Council of 500, and roles of citizens
· Explore how decisions were made and how laws were passed
· Compare Ancient Greek democracy with other governance systems, noting strengths and limitations
· Discuss how respect, cooperation, and shared responsibility contribute to strong communities
· Understand how democratic ideas have influenced modern governments and international relations
· Study biographies or stories of notable Ancient Greek figures involved in democracy
· Compare Ancient Greek governance with modern British parliament and other countries’ systems
Presenting, Organising, and Communicating
· Create and participate in a classroom “Parliament,” taking on government roles such as MPs, ministers, or citizens
· Organise debates about laws, trade, and cooperation with other ‘countries’
· Present ideas on how working together respectfully can create successful communities and countries
· Write speeches, reports, or narratives about their role and experiences in the Parliament project
	Historical Interpretation
· Study Mayan artefacts: murals, pottery, hieroglyphs, sculpture, and architecture (e.g., temples and stelae)
· Analyse what Mayan art tells us about their religion, society, achievements, and worldview
· Explore how historians and archaeologists interpret Mayan art and the civilisation’s history
· Compare interpretations of Mayan art with those of other ancient cultures (e.g., Ancient Egypt, Greeks)
· Reflect on how art can both record history and express cultural values
· Examine images and replicas of Mayan art, describing symbolism and purpose
· Compare Mayan murals and sculptures with artworks from other ancient civilisations
· Discuss how different historians interpret Mayan culture through their art
Historical Investigations
· Pose enquiry questions such as “What do Mayan artworks tell us about their beliefs?” or “How did Mayan art express political power?”
· Research Mayan artistic techniques and materials, and the functions of art in daily and religious life
· Compare with artistic traditions of other cultures, exploring similarities and differences
· Gather and select relevant information from texts, images, and artefacts to support their answers
· Enquiry-led presentations on the significance of art in Mayan culture
· Comparative investigations of Mayan art and another culture’s artistic expressions
Chronological Understanding
· Place Mayan civilisation (c. 2000 BCE – 1500 CE) on a timeline alongside other ancient civilisations studied during the year
· Use terms such as “Classic Period,” “hieroglyphs,” and “ceremonial centre”
· Understand the timeline of Mayan artistic and architectural development and how it fits within wider world history
· Compare timelines of Mayan and other civilisations’ art developments
· Use timelines to link art styles with historical events or societal changes
Knowledge and Understanding of Events and People
· Study the Mayan city-states, religion, rulers, and social hierarchy through the lens of their artistic output
· Understand the significance of Mayan writing (hieroglyphs) as both language and art
· Explore Mayan contributions to architecture, ceramics, textiles, and sculpture
· Reflect on how Mayan art expresses cultural identity and historical narratives
· Explore how Mayan geography (jungle environment, city layout) influenced art and architecture
· Discuss how art helped maintain cultural identity in Mayan society
Presenting, Organising, and Communicating
· Act as museum curators, selecting, organising, and presenting Mayan and other cultural artworks
· Compare and critique artworks from various cultures, making informed decisions on representation in the exhibition
· Prepare written labels, exhibition guides, and oral presentations explaining artworks’ significance
· Collaborate to plan and manage an exhibition space, using organisational and communication skills
· Create artwork replicas or digital displays inspired by Mayan art for the exhibition
· Engage in peer critique to select artworks and plan the exhibition layout

	Additional resources and suggested teaching ideas
	Outcomes: End-of-Unit Project
· Prepare and deliver a “Historian’s Lecture” on the Shang Dynasty, including:
· A timeline showing Shang events alongside Ancient Britain and Mayan civilisation
· Analysis of key Shang achievements and their impact today
· A comparison between Shang rule and early democracy or other governance systems
· Reflections on how studying the Shang Dynasty helps us understand world history and modern society
· Accurate use of historical facts and dates
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Depth of interpretation and understanding of impact
	Outcomes: End-of-Unit Parliament Project
· Participate in a classroom Parliament, assuming government roles
· Prepare and deliver a speech reflecting on the experience of cooperation, democracy, and building successful communities
· Understanding of political roles and parliamentary procedures
· Clarity, organisation, and confidence in communication
· Demonstration of respectful collaboration and leadership
Wider Teaching Opportunities
· International Links: Collaborate with another school to simulate international diplomacy and negotiations
· Visits: Arrange visits to local government buildings or invite local councillors to discuss democracy
· Community Projects: Engage pupils in local community work to practise cooperation and civic responsibility
· Digital Literacy: Use online platforms for virtual debates or shared research projects
	Outcomes: Cultural Exhibition Project
· Curate a cultural exhibition featuring Mayan art alongside selected artworks from other cultures studied during the year
· Research, select, and justify artworks included
· Create informative labels and guides explaining historical and cultural significance
· Present guided tours or talks to peers, parents, or community members
Future Connections
· Revisit Art and History: Build on prior learning about other ancient civilisations by deepening understanding of cultural expression
· Cultural Appreciation: Future projects compare cultural expressions across time and place, enhancing global citizenship and empathy
· Creative Expression: Art and history integration encourages ongoing development of interpretive and creative skills
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