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	Year A
	Who am I in place and time?
	How do we organise ourselves?
	How do we make the world a better place?

	
	Children act as ‘Foreign Office’ explorers uncovering the story of Britain’s population — from ancient migrations through to modern immigration — understanding how these movements have shaped who we are today.
	Children will explore how invaders and kings shaped the organisation of England through time. They will investigate how rulers organised the land and people, and compare this with how the country is governed today. This will build understanding of early governance and the rise of democracy.
	[bookmark: _heading=h.n3z628lvvje9]Children will act as young town planners advising the Carterton Town Council on how to spend a budget to improve their town and surrounding area. They will conduct fieldwork at local sites such as Shill Brook, use maps and atlases, and present their findings and ideas to the council. 

	Year 3/4
	Autumn
	Spring
	Summer

	National Curriculum
	Locational knowledge
· Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities
· Identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, Arctic and Antarctic Circle.  
Place knowledge
· Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region in a European country
Human and physical geography
· Describe and understand key aspects of physical geography, including volcanoes and earthquakes 
· Describe and understand key aspects of human geography, including types of settlement and land use
Geographical skills and fieldwork
· Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computing mapping to locate countries and describe features studied. 
· Use the eight points of a compass, six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the wider world.
	Locational knowledge 
· Name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical features (including coasts), and land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have changed over time
Place knowledge
· Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of the human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom
Human and physical geography
· Describe and understand key aspects of physical geography, including volcanoes and earthquakes
· Describe and understand key aspects of human geography, including types of settlement and land use
Geographical skills and fieldwork
· Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computing mapping to locate countries and describe features studied

	Locational knowledge
· Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their key physical characteristics
Place knowledge
· Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom
Human and physical geography
· Describe and understand key aspects of physical geography, including: rivers and the water cycle
· Describe and understand key aspects of human geography, including: types of settlement and land use and the distribution of natural resources including water  
Geographical skills and fieldwork
· Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computing mapping to locate countries and describe features studied
· Use the four points of a compass, four-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world
· Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies

	Substantive Knowledge
	Locational Knowledge
· Locate the world’s countries, with focus on:
· Europe - location
· Identify key cities relevant to migration history and trade (e.g., London, Rome)
· Understand and identify:
· Latitude and longitude — how to use them to locate places
· Equator - location 
· Northern Hemisphere (in relation to the Southern Hemispheres) 
Place Knowledge
· Understand the similarities and differences between Britain and at least one region in Europe (Roman Italy) by comparing:
· Human geography — types of settlements, languages, and culture
· Physical geography — rivers
· Explore how historical migrations (Romans) shaped Britain’s places, settlements
· Understand modern immigration influences — how people from Europe contribute to today’s British culture and settlements
Human and Physical Geography
· Physical Geography:
· Key features such as rivers that influenced where people settled in Britain historically
· Human Geography:
· Types of settlements (villages, towns, cities) and how they grew due to historical migration waves (Romans building towns)
· Land use changes over time — farming, industry, housing — linked to population changes.
· The impact of migration on culture, language, religion, and community life in Britain.

Geographical Skills and Fieldwork
· Use maps, atlases, globes, and digital mapping tools to:
· Locate key countries (Italy and England) and cities related to Britain’s population history
· Trace migration routes from Europe
· Use the eight points of the compass to describe direction of migration or settlement movement
· Interpret maps and data to understand current patterns of immigration and cultural diversity in Britain

	Locational Knowledge
· Name and locate counties, cities, and regions of the UK relevant to historical kingdoms and invasions
· Understand how land was divided and organised under kings and how this compares to modern boundaries
· Locate ancient kingdoms of England (e.g., Wessex, Mercia, Northumbria) on maps and compare with modern counties
· Identify where major invasions happened (Romans, Anglo-Saxons, Vikings, Normans)
· Explore key physical features like rivers and coasts that influenced invasions and settlement
· Discuss how land ownership and borders have changed over time due to conflict and rule
Place Knowledge
· Understand similarities and differences between the geographical organisation of early kingdoms and today’s regions
· Compare a historic kingdom’s landscape and settlements with a modern UK region (e.g., Anglo-Saxon Mercia vs. modern Midlands)
· Discuss human geography: settlement types during the age of kings vs. urban and rural settlements today
· Explore how geography influenced power and control in early England
Human and Physical Geography
· Describe key physical features affecting settlement and rule
· Understand types of settlements and land use in the time of kings compared with today
· Study physical geography affecting early kingdoms: rivers (Thames, Severn), forests, hills as natural borders or defence
· Describe settlement types: fortified towns, castles, villages then vs. towns, cities, and suburbs today.
· Land use: farming, hunting grounds, forests for resources in medieval times compared to modern land uses
· Introduce natural disasters briefly with examples worldwide (volcanoes, earthquakes) to compare with stable UK geography
Geographical Skills and Fieldwork
· Use a variety of maps to locate historical and modern places, identify features, and understand how land was organised under kings
· Use historical maps alongside modern maps to see changes in boundaries and place names
· Identify locations of important historical sites (castles, battlefields) and current cities
· Use digital maps (e.g., Google Earth) to explore places linked to kings and invasions
· Local fieldwork: map the local area, noting any historical sites or how land is used, comparing this with what might have been there in medieval times

	Locational Knowledge
· Locate Carterton in the UK, then place it within the broader context of the UK and Europe
· Use maps and globes to locate Carterton, West Oxfordshire, and the wider UK
· Identify and locate key countries in Europe, including Russia, and countries in North and South America
· Use atlases and digital maps to explore key physical characteristics of the area (e.g., rivers, mountains, climate)
· Understand where Carterton is in relation to Europe and the wider world to appreciate how local issues relate to global ones
· Introduce how physical features (like rivers) influence settlement and land use in different countries
Place Knowledge
· Understand Carterton’s human and physical geography and compare it with another UK region or a place in Europe or the Americas
· Study Carterton’s landscape, settlements, and land uses (residential, commercial, farm and natural spaces like Shill Brook)
· Compare Carterton with a contrasting region in the UK (e.g., another city or town with a river) or a European town
· Identify similarities and differences in human and physical geography: types of settlement, availability of water, natural resources, etc.
· Children think critically about what makes Carterton unique and what it shares with other places, guiding their ideas for improvement.
· For example, understanding how Shill Brook’s natural environment could be enhanced or protected compared to other river systems
Human and Physical Geography
· Describe and understand key physical and human geography aspects relevant to Carterton and the wider area
· Study the river system of Shill Brook and its role in the local water cycle
· Explore how natural features influence the town’s development and environment
· Explore types of settlement in Carterton and surrounding areas (e.g., town development and farm land use)
· Investigate land use patterns and distribution of natural resources such as water and green spaces
· Discuss how these impact residents’ quality of life and the environment.
· Understanding Shill Brook’s physical geography and human use can help children recommend projects to improve the town’s environment and community spaces
· Consider sustainable use of resources in their budget proposals
Geographical Skills and Fieldwork
· Develop and apply fieldwork and map skills to investigate the local area and support their proposals
· Use maps, atlases, globes, and digital tools (Google Earth, OS maps) to locate Carterton and West Oxfordshire features
· Use the four points of the compass to describe directions around the town and local sites like Shill Brook including a field work walk to the site
· Practice four-figure grid references and use map symbols and keys to interpret Ordnance Survey maps of the local area (e.g. use an OS map for a field trip)
· Conduct fieldwork at Shill Brook and other local sites: observe, measure, and record physical features using sketches, plans, and basic data collection (e.g., water quality, litter levels, footpath conditions)
· Present data visually using graphs and diagrams and digital technologies where possible.
· Equip children with the skills to gather and interpret real data to inform their proposals for improving Carterton
· Develop confidence in presenting findings and making reasoned recommendations to the town council (involve local parent councillors)


	Additional resources and suggested teaching ideas
	Learning Outcomes and Assessment Opportunities
· Locate and name key countries in Europe, North America, and South America relevant to Britain’s migration history
· Describe similarities and differences between a region in Europe and Britain in terms of physical and human geography
· Explain how historical migrations influenced Britain’s places and cultural landscape
· Identify and explain types of settlements and land use linked to migration
· Understand how immigration continues to shape British society and culture today
· Use maps, atlases, and digital tools to locate countries and migration routes
· Conduct simple fieldwork and present findings about local land use or settlement types
Assessments
· Map Tasks: Identify countries on maps and plot migration routes. Check accuracy of compass and grid reference use
· Written Work: Assess letters/reports from ‘Foreign Office’ officers for accurate use of geographical vocabulary and historical facts
· Presentations: Observe speaking skills and comprehension during presentations on migration history or current immigration
· Knowledge Quiz: Test on key vocabulary (e.g., latitude, settlement types), countries, and historical migration periods
· Extended Writing: A report or narrative describing who ‘I am’ as a person migrating to Britain in a historical or modern context — including reasons for migration and impact
· Map Skills Test: Use an OS map to find grid references, use compass points, and interpret symbols related to settlement and land use
	Assessments and linked learning
· Create a labelled map showing ancient kingdoms, key invasion points, and major physical features. Include a written explanation of why these features mattered
· A short report or essay comparing a medieval kingdom’s organisation and settlements with a modern UK region
· Present findings on how kings ruled and organised England compared to how the country is governed today, including the rise of democracy
· Submit a descriptive report on local land use and settlements linked to historical geography knowledge
· Quiz on kings, invaders, and UK geography
	Final Project Presentation
Children synthesise their knowledge and fieldwork into a presentation to the town council, including:
· Maps showing key locations and proposed improvements.
· Descriptions of physical and human geography factors influencing their proposals.
· Evidence from fieldwork to support ideas (photos, sketches, data)
· Budget plans explaining how money could be spent on improvements (e.g., river clean-up, creating green spaces, better pathways)
· How their proposals will improve the quality of life and environment in Carterton and contribute to making the world a better place
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