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	Year A
	Who am I in place and time?
	How does the world work?
	How do we make the world a better place?

	Year 5/6
	Autumn
	Spring
	Summer

	National Curriculum
	Locational knowledge: 
· Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics and countries
· Identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and night)
Human and physical geography: 
· Describe and understand key aspects of physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts
Geographical skills and fieldwork: 
· Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computing mapping to locate countries and describe features studied
· Use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the wider world
	Locational knowledge
· Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical characteristics and countries
· Name and locate geographical regions of the UK and their identifying physical characteristics and key topographical features (including hills and mountains)
· Identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and night). 
· Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of the physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom
Human and physical geography
· Describe and understand key aspects of physical geography, including mountains  
Geographical skills and fieldwork
· Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computing mapping to locate countries and describe features studied. 
· Use the eight points of a compass, six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps)
	Locational knowledge
· Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities. 
· Identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and night)  
· Place knowledge
· Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region within South America
Humans and physical geography
· Describe and understand key aspects of physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts and rivers
· Describe and understand key aspects of human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including food and minerals
Geographical skills and fieldwork
· Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computing mapping to locate countries and describe features studied
· Use the eight points of a compass, six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the wider world

	Substantive Knowledge
	Locational Knowledge
· Use maps, atlases and digital tools to locate the ancient civilizations studied (e.g. Mayans in Mesoamerica, Shang Dynasty in China, Ancient Greece in Europe).
· Identify key environmental regions that supported these civilisations (e.g. river valleys, rainforests, mountainous regions).
· Locate modern-day countries that now occupy these ancient sites: Mexico, China, Greece, etc.
· Explore how Europe, Russia, North and South America are positioned today, and their physical features (e.g. Andes, Amazon Basin, Mediterranean Basin).
Human and Physical Geography
· Explore how physical geography influenced ancient civilizations:
· River valleys and fertile land (e.g. Yellow River, Nile)
· Climate and natural resources and their role in agriculture and settlement
· Understand human geography through ancient trade:
· Trade links of the Shang Dynasty (silk, bronze), Mayans (cacao, salt), Ancient Greeks (olive oil, wine)
· Explore how trade routes influenced modern connections (Silk Road to global trade networks)
· Study the distribution of natural resources then and now (e.g. water, minerals, food, energy)
· Link to modern economic geography: How countries today use their geography for trade and tourism
Geographical Skills and Fieldwork
· Use atlases, digital maps and satellite imagery to locate ancient regions and their modern equivalents
· Create comparative maps showing ancient versus modern geography (e.g. trade routes, settlements)
· Fieldwork project: Map out a local area and compare how land is used today vs. how ancient people used their environment
· Introduce basic GIS (Geographic Information Systems) to compare climate, elevation, and land use
	Locational Knowledge
· Locate countries in Europe (including Russia), North and South America using atlases and digital maps
· Identify environmental regions such as rainforests, deserts, mountain ranges and polar regions, and link these to environmental changes (e.g., melting ice caps, deforestation)
· Locate key physical features: Andes, Rockies, Alps, Amazon Basin, Sahara Desert, and Arctic/Antarctic zones
· Identify UK regions with distinct physical features (e.g., Pennines, Scottish Highlands)
· Understand the position and importance of latitude, longitude, the Equator, Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, and the Arctic/Antarctic Circles
· Learn how the Prime Meridian and time zones relate to day and night cycles
Human and Physical Geography
· Describe how mountains form and relate this to tectonic forces and erosion
· Understand the human impact on mountain ecosystems and their environmental significance
· Explore how physical processes such as erosion, weathering, and deposition affect the landscape
· Investigate the relationship between human activity and environmental degradation (e.g., mining, agriculture, and urban expansion)
Geographical Skills and Fieldwork
· Use maps, atlases, globes, and digital tools (e.g., Google Earth) to locate places and track environmental data (e.g., deforestation in the Amazon)
· Learn to interpret six-figure grid references and use Ordnance Survey maps
· Carry out fieldwork related to forces in nature (e.g., measuring wind speed, water flow) and light (e.g., shadow tracking)
· Use compasses and field tools to track and report local environmental changes
	Locational Knowledge
· Locate countries of North and South America using maps, atlases, and digital tools
· Identify major cities, rivers, mountain ranges, climate zones, and environmental regions
· Understand key global coordinates: latitude, longitude, Equator, hemispheres, Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic/Antarctic Circles, Prime Meridian, and how they relate to time zones and day/night.
· Linked Concepts:
· Climate justice: Why some countries are more affected by climate change than others.
· Global inequality: How access to resources and geography impact quality of life
Example Activities:
· Use Google Earth to compare Rio de Janeiro and London—population, land use, natural resources
· Map and analyse rainforest loss in the Amazon using GIS tools
· Time zone comparison: Connect with a school in a different hemisphere and compare daily life
Place Knowledge
· Study a contrasting region in South America (e.g., the Amazon Basin, Andes Mountains, or Brazilian cities)
· Explore human and physical similarities and differences with a UK region.
· Linked Concepts:
· Sustainability: How indigenous communities live in harmony with nature.
· Urbanisation and development: The challenges and opportunities of growing cities.
Example Activities:
· Case study: Compare a river in the UK (e.g., River Thames) with the Amazon River
· Investigate how land use differs in rural and urban areas of Brazil and the UK
· Research how community-led change in South America is improving environmental outcomes
Human and Physical Geography
· Understand climate zones, biomes (e.g., rainforest, desert), vegetation belts, rivers
· Study types of settlement, land use, economic activity, trade, and natural resources
· Linked Concepts:
· Food and water security: How geography impacts access to basic needs
· Fair trade and ethical consumption: How global trade links affect people and environments
· Example Activities:
· Map major biomes and discuss threats to biodiversity (e.g., palm oil, cattle farming)
· Role-play trade negotiations—how can fairer trading systems help all countries?
· Learn how rivers are used in daily life and why clean water is still a global issue
Geographical Skills and Fieldwork
· Use maps, atlases, globes, and digital mapping to locate and describe regions
· Use compass directions, six-figure grid references, and map symbols
· Conduct fieldwork to observe, measure, and record geography in the local area
· Linked Concepts:
· Taking action locally: Connecting local environmental change to global goals
· Developing advocacy skills: Using geographical evidence to support ideas for change
· Example Activities:
· Field study of a local green space: Measure biodiversity, land use, and suggest improvements
· Create persuasive presentations or letters to leaders using geographical evidence (e.g., maps of deforestation or plastic pollution)
· Use maps and coordinates to plan a “sustainable city” of the future


	Additional resources and suggested teaching ideas
	Cross-curricular Links and Themes
· Link with citizenship/PSHE: Explore ideas of democracy, governance, human rights.
· Study the evolution of democratic systems across time and continents—Greece to modern democracies.
· Examine how laws, borders, and governance have been shaped by both ancient and colonial geography.
· Encourage critical thinking: How does where a country is (and its history) influence its culture, economy, and role in the world?
Spiral Learning & Core Concepts Reinforced
· Children revisit key physical geography (rivers, mountains, climate) to explain ancient and modern settlement.
· Trade, governance, and resource use are repeatedly linked across time.
· Mapping skills develop from basic map reading to layered, thematic mapping and digital exploration.

	Outcome and Assessment Opportunities
· Research Projects: Students present a scientific discovery and link it to a geographical region and environmental impact.
· Map-Based Investigations: Use grid references to chart environmental changes.
· Field Studies: Shadow measurements across seasons, friction experiments on different terrains.
· Case Studies: E.g., Melting of Arctic Ice – effects on global weather patterns and ecosystems.

	Future Thinking and Pupil Reflection
Throughout the curriculum, children will:
· Reflect on their aspirations and the kind of future they want to live in.
· Consider their personal impact on the world (carbon footprint, consumer choices, etc.).
· Discuss and debate ethical questions: What makes a fair world? Who decides?
· Work in groups to write a "Young People's Climate and Equality Manifesto" to present to school leaders or local councillors.
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