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Weekly Prayer  
Loving God, 

We thank You for the many blessings we have shared 
this week at our school. Thank You for the joy, 

teamwork, and sportsmanship shown by Walsingham 
Class at their cricket event, and for the kindness and 

respect they showed to one another and to 
neighbouring schools. 

We are grateful for the opportunity to welcome visitors 
into our school, and for the chance to share the hard 

work, progress, and achievements of our children. 
Thank You for the growth we see in our learning 
This week we have been reading Doctor Fairytale and 

practicing being doctors ourselves! We have been exploring 
first-aid kits & role-playing as doctors, nurses, and 

paramedics  (poor Miss Hartland has had  
, our confidence, and our friendships each day. 

Bless our whole school community—our pupils, staff, 
and families. 

 Help us to continue to learn with enthusiasm, behave 
with kindness, and support one another in all that we 

do. 
May we always be proud of who we are and strive to 

do our best, guided by Your love. 
Amen. 

 
 

 

Our Gospel values this term are Grateful and Generous 
 Pupils are growing to be grateful for their own gifts, for the 

gift of other people, and for blessings of each day; 
and generous with their gifts, both now and in the future. 
What does this mean? Catholic Schools help their pupils 

grow by encouraging them to know and be grateful for all 
their gifts, developing them to the full so that they can be 

generous in the service of others. 

This week has been a fantastic one for our school 
community.  

Walsingham Class took part in a wonderful cricket 
event at the College, where they represented the 

school brilliantly. Mr Dillon was especially 
impressed, commenting on the children’s excellent 

behaviour and outstanding sportsmanship 
throughout the day. 

 We were also delighted to welcome members of the 
PFMAC team, including CEO Fraser Long and 
Director of Education Jane Hemery. They were 

incredibly impressed by the significant 
improvements across all areas of St Joseph’s, 

praising both the children’s behaviour and their 
enthusiasm for learning. They were particularly 

pleased to see the remarkable progress being made 
across all classes, as well as our new Early Years 

provision.  
We are immensely proud of our children and staff, 
and the continued strength of our wonderful school 

community. 
Have a wonderful weekend! 

 
Mrs Carder 

 

Lourdes 
Miss Hartland 

 
This week we have been reading Doctor Fairytale and role-
playing as doctors, nurses, and paramedics ourselves! We 

have been exploring first-aid kits, junk-modelling an 
ambulance, making our own medicines in the mud kitchen, 

and creating x-rays & skeletons!  
We enjoyed celebrating Earth Day on Wednesday and 

practising our Catholic value of stewardship as we shared 
ideas on how we can take better care of our planet, such as 
litter-picking, planting trees, and feeding the birds- please 
feel free to send me any photos if you enjoy any of these 

activities this weekend!  

Knock 
Miss Buckingham  

 
We have had another busy week in Knock Class. This 

week, on Monday, the children arrived to a new role play 
area which was set up as a Pirate ship! With pirate small 

world play, pirate hats, telescopes, treasure maps and 
much more. The children have enjoyed reading pirate and 

under the sea books.  



St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School 
Lawton Avenue, Carterton 

Oxfordshire OX18 3JY  
Tel: 01993 841240 

www.stjosephsprimarycarterton.co.uk 
 

In maths we have been super subitisers, able to recognise 1, 2 
& 3! I have also noticed a massive improvement in our name-

writing this week- well done Lourdes!  
Next week Lourdes will be becoming detectives as we read 
How To Be A Detective- we might have a disappearance to 

investigate! We will also be creating our own portraits 
inspired by Da Vinci & Rembrandt!  

 
Maths champion: Lance 
Writing champion: Cody 

PRAISE award: Jaythraah 
Gospel Values award: Beatrix 

 
This week we have also enjoyed Superhero Readers, the 
children have been reading to each other in pairs and 

have worked so hard to make this a safe and fun 
experience for each other. We have had another exciting 
forest school session with hot cross buns on the fire and 

looking for micro habits under the logs, in the bushes etc. 
The children have continued to learn about Easter in RE 
and made their own Easter Candles which we added to 
the prayer table. We spoke about the symbols and what 
they represent too. This week we have also been enjoying 
the beautiful weather, and have used our outdoor area to 

make natural picture frames, used binoculars to spot 
things in the distance and magnifying glasses to look at 
little things up close and draw them, and we walked the 

plank too! 
I hope you all have a lovely weekend. 

 

 
Maths champion: Ire 

Writing champion: Clara  
PRAISE award: Asher 

Gospel Values award: Stanley 
Fatima 

Miss Chatfield  

This week in maths, we have been learning about halves, 
quarters, thirds and three quarters. Year 2 pupils have been 
given homework to support and reinforce this learning at 

home; please ensure it is completed and returned on 
Tuesdays, as this really helps to consolidate their 

understanding. Children who complete their homework will 

Medjugorje 
Mrs Hamilton 

 
We’ve had a fantastic week in Medjugorje class  

marked by outstanding learning behaviour and a real 
sense of enthusiasm across all subjects. Our SATs 

predictions are looking very strong, with every child 
making impressive progress—especially in Maths, where 
confidence and skill have noticeably grown. The Year 5s 
are absolutely keeping up with our older peers and they 
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be rewarded with extra playtime to celebrate their effort and 
hard work. 

In phonics, Year 1 have been learning about alternative 
graphemes, including the soft ‘c’ (as in cell and acid) and 
soft ‘g’ (as in gem and gym). They also have homework to 

practise this, and, as with Year 2, children who return it on 
Tuesday will receive extra playtime. 

Please remember to write in your child’s reading record each 
time they read at home. This helps us to monitor their 

progress and ensure books are changed regularly so children 
do not keep the same book for too long. Year 2 pupils can 

now use Times Tables Rock Stars to practise their 2s, 5s and 
10s, while Year 1 should continue using Numbots to build 

their number skills. 

Finally, a reminder that we will soon be carrying out our 
Great Fire of London activity—please ensure your child 

brings their completed house into school by the 11th so we 
can set fire to them with Mr Angus! Happy Crafting! 

 

Maths champion: Charlie-John 
Writing champion: Daria 

PRAISE award: Emilia 
Gospel Values award: Arlo 

will certainly be equipped with excellent skills ready for 
next year.  

It was also a joy to welcome our new classmate Lara, 
who has settled in so seamlessly it feels as though she’s 

always been part of our community.  
We were delighted to host our PFMAC CEO, Fraser Long, 
who joined us for a thoughtful RE discussion on Easter, 
where we explored the idea of “seeing is believing” and 

reflected on whether Doubting Thomas truly deserves his 
well-known nickname.  

Altogether, the class is feeling positive, confident, and 
happy in their learning—ready and excited for all that 

the summer term will bring! 
 

Maths champion: Eloise 
Writing champion: Lavinia 

PRAISE award: Lily 
Gospel Values award: Lara 

 

Walsingham  
Mr Dillon  

 
Walsingham class has had a truly excellent week, full of 

positivity and meaningful learning. In RE, we focused on the 
Easter season and began looking ahead to May as the month 
of Mary, writing our own prayers and reflecting on how the 

most powerful prayers are those that are personal and 
spoken from the heart. We’ve included a lovely example from 
Ava to share this work. The children also enjoyed a fantastic 
cricket tournament at the College, blessed with wonderful 

weather, and their behaviour throughout made us incredibly 

Guadalupe  
Mrs Cameron 

 
This week our focus has been on phonics and writing. We 
have joined Miss Buckingham for her phonics groups in 

the mornings, which has been a big success. Some 
children have been able to return to their class for maths 

lessons, which is also a great achievement.  
We have also been gardeners, learning about the life cycle 

of plants, planting sunflower seeds and watching our 
beans and potatoes grow. 
Have a lovely weekend. 
Maths champion: Nico 
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proud. To top it all off, today marks an exciting milestone as 
we head off for our very first swimming lessons! 

 
 
 

 
 

Maths champion:  
Writing champion:  

PRAISE award:  
Gospel Values award:  

Writing champion: Amara 
PRAISE award: Alfie 

Gospel Values award: Poppy-Jo 

Attendance 
  

Congratulations to Medjugorje for 
97% What an achievement!  

Well done! 

Three cheers for:  
 

 

Vacancy! 
We are delighted to share that we currently have 

vacancies for Foundation Governors at our amazing 
school. 

This is an exciting time to become involved. Our school continues to 
go from strength to strength, with clear improvements, growing 

aspirations, and a strong sense of purpose across our community. 
We are proud of the progress we are making and the positive 

direction in which we are heading. 
As a Foundation Governor, you must be a practising Catholic and 
will play a vital role in shaping the strategic vision of the school, 

Dates for School Masses on Wednesdays (9.30am) 
We would like to inform you that 

the dates listed below indicate 
when your children will be 

attending Mass at St Joseph’s 
Church as part of our school’s faith 

life. 
These occasions are an important opportunity for our pupils to 

come together in worship and to strengthen their understanding 
of our shared values and beliefs. We would be delighted if you 
were able to join us. If you are available, please make every 

Ava’s beautiful prayer that she composed! It 
was shared with our PFMAC team who 

want to put it into the Diocesan newsletter! 
Look below! 
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ensuring our Catholic ethos remains central while supporting 

continued improvement and excellence for all our pupils. It is a 
deeply rewarding opportunity to make a meaningful difference. 
If you feel called to serve our school community in this way, we 

warmly encourage you to apply using the link below. 
https://www.pfmac.org.uk/appointing-new-governors  

If you would like to find out more or have an informal conversation 
about the role, please do come and speak with Mr Morton or Mrs 

Carder, who would be very happy to talk further. 

effort to come along and celebrate Mass together with our 
school and parish community. 

Your presence helps to show our children the importance of 
faith, community, and belonging, and it is always a joy to 

welcome families into these celebrations. 
Thank you for your continued support, and we look forward to 

sharing these special moments with you. 
29th April – Fatima 

6th May – Medjugorje 
13th May – Walsingham 

20th May - Fatima 

Curriculum Maps  
Please do look at our Curriculum Maps for Term 5. These will be clearly displayed on the classroom windows, 

on Dojo and on the website. They will give you a clear overview of the learning for this term. These will be 
completed every half term. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Attendance  
Regular attendance is essential for students to make good progress, build confidence, and fully engage in 

school life. While attendance has been a focus for some time, overall levels of attendance are not showing the 
improvement we would expect, and this remains a concern for some families. 

We understand that there are times when absence is unavoidable; however, we ask all families to make every 
effort to ensure children attend school consistently and arrive on time each day. Good attendance supports not 

only academic achievement but also social development and wellbeing. 
As a school, we have always prioritised working in partnership with families rather than taking formal action. 

However, if attendance does not begin to improve, we may need to review our approach, and the use of 
penalty notices could become a necessary option in line with national guidance. 

We strongly encourage all parents and carers to support us in improving attendance so that every child can 
benefit fully from their education.  

Your school leadership is now aspirational for every aspect of the school day; starting with attendance.  
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Ava’s Prayer  
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Do you know any families that are still considering their school place for September? 
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What’s on in Oxfordshire?  
The best sunny places to visit in Oxfordshire - https://littleoxplorers.com/the-best-sunny-adventures-in-oxford/  

 
 
Check out the Bluebell woods at Badbury- https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/oxfordshire-buckinghamshire-
berkshire/badbury/bluebells-at-badbury  

 
More at Oxfordshire Mummies – https://oxfordshiremummies.co.uk/days-out-in-and-around-oxfordshire/whats-on-may-
june-half-term-activities-for-kids-in-oxfordshire/  
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Social Media Links 
           Instagram                                             TikTok                                         Facebook  

                                           
 
                 

 


