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History
Progression develops chronological understanding, substantive knowledge and disciplinary thinking: enquiry, evidence, causation, change/continuity, significance and interpretation.
	Phase
	Term 1 focus
	Knowledge & skills progression
	Key vocabulary
	Adaptive teaching / SEND
	Assessment evidence
	Next step
	Disciplinary thread

	Nursery / Reception
	All About Me
	Talk about own life and family; recognise change over time; use simple temporal language; compare past and present through photos, stories and artefacts.
	past, present, before, now, old, new
	Personal timelines, family photos, concrete artefacts, oral storytelling.
	Can children talk about something that happened before now?
	Establish chronological language and curiosity about evidence.
	Chronology • evidence • interpretation • causation/change

	Year 1
	Local area links where appropriate
	Sequence recent events; identify similarities/differences between ways of life; ask questions about familiar local past using pictures/objects.
	then, now, timeline, evidence, change
	Visual timelines, local photos, adult-led enquiry.
	Simple oral/written comparison.
	Prepare for topic-based historical enquiry in Year 2.
	Chronology • evidence • interpretation • causation/change

	Year 2
	Technology
	Understand how technology has changed over time; sequence developments; identify causes/consequences in simple terms; use sources to answer questions; recognise that accounts can differ.
	technology, invention, source, evidence, change, continuity
	Real/replica objects, image sorting, before/after frames.
	Chronology task and source-based explanation.
	Develop longer chronological narratives and source interpretation.
	Chronology • evidence • interpretation • causation/change

	Years 3 & 4
	Ancient Romans - 8 lessons
	Place Roman Britain on a wider timeline; understand invasion, settlement, army, roads, towns and legacy; identify causes/consequences; use primary/secondary sources; compare interpretations; make claims supported by evidence.
	empire, invasion, legion, citizen, settlement, legacy, primary source, interpretation
	Timelines, maps, artefact images, enquiry questions, vocabulary retrieval.
	End enquiry: explain a significant aspect of Roman Britain using evidence.
	Move from describing the past to explaining significance, causation and interpretations.
	Chronology • evidence • interpretation • causation/change

	Years 5 & 6
	Crime and Punishment - 9 weeks
	Trace change/continuity in crime, law and punishment across periods; identify turning points; evaluate why practices changed; compare experiences of groups; interrogate reliability and bias of sources; construct substantiated historical arguments.
	justice, law, punishment, deterrence, rehabilitation, continuity, change, reliability, bias
	Dual timelines, source provenance prompts, debate, structured argument frames.
	Enquiry outcome explaining change/continuity with evidence across periods.
	Secondary readiness: multi-causal explanations and critical source evaluation.
	Chronology • evidence • interpretation • causation/change
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