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Music
Progression develops pulse, rhythm, singing, listening, composing and ensemble performance, culminating in increasingly independent musicianship.
	Phase
	Term 1 focus
	Knowledge & skills progression
	Key vocabulary
	Adaptive teaching / SEND
	Assessment evidence
	Next step
	Disciplinary thread

	Nursery / Reception
	Singing, pulse and response
	Join in songs/rhymes; copy simple rhythms; move to pulse; explore voice and instruments; listen and respond.
	song, beat, sound, loud, quiet
	Repetition, movement, visual cues, accessible percussion.
	Participation and response.
	Develop steady pulse and musical memory.
	Listen • perform • compose • evaluate

	Year 1
	Hey You!
	Find and keep a steady pulse; copy rhythms; sing together; listen and respond to a song; begin simple improvisation/performance.
	pulse, rhythm, pitch, rap, perform
	Call-and-response, movement, echo patterns.
	Group performance and listening response.
	Increase rhythmic accuracy and ensemble awareness.
	Listen • perform • compose • evaluate

	Year 2
	Module 1 units 1 & 2 / singing and musicianship
	Maintain pulse; distinguish pulse/rhythm; sing with increasing control; copy/create short rhythmic patterns; perform together.
	pulse, rhythm, tempo, pitch, phrase
	Body percussion, rhythm cards, echo singing.
	Short ensemble performance.
	Build notation awareness and independent musical choices.
	Listen • perform • compose • evaluate

	Years 3 & 4
	Module 1 units 1 & 2
	Sing with control and expression; maintain independent part where appropriate; read/use simple rhythmic notation; improvise/compose short phrases; evaluate performance.
	notation, crotchet, minim, rest, dynamics, tempo
	Layered parts, visual notation, rehearsal chunks.
	Performance/composition with reflection.
	Prepare for more complex ensemble singing and composition.
	Listen • perform • compose • evaluate

	Years 5 & 6
	Module 1 units 1 & 2; Young Voices preparation
	Sing confidently in a large ensemble; sustain part, diction and phrasing; follow conductor cues; rehearse repertoire; evaluate and improve; understand performance discipline.
	ensemble, harmony, phrasing, diction, dynamics, rehearsal
	Lyric/audio rehearsal, chunking, repeated practice, accessible lyric formats.
	Rehearsal/performance readiness and self-evaluation.
	Secondary readiness: ensemble independence, musicianship and performance confidence.
	Listen • perform • compose • evaluate
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