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Spelling & Phonics
Progression moves from phonological awareness and secure grapheme-phoneme correspondence to pattern, morphology, etymology and independent proofreading.
	Phase
	Term 1 focus
	Knowledge & skills progression
	Key vocabulary
	Adaptive teaching / SEND
	Assessment evidence
	Next step
	Disciplinary thread

	Nursery / Reception
	Phonics and sound discrimination
	Tune into environmental/speech sounds; oral blending/segmenting; recognise taught grapheme-phoneme correspondences; begin blending for reading and segmenting for spelling.
	sound, phoneme, grapheme, blend, segment
	Multi-sensory phonics, repetition, reduced set size, overlearning, visual cues.
	Daily phonics responses; application in reading/writing.
	Increasing automaticity and accurate phoneme-grapheme mapping.
	Phonology • orthography • morphology • editing

	Year 1
	Systematic synthetic phonics; weekly spelling begins after Christmas
	Blend unfamiliar words; segment spoken words; apply taught GPCs; read/spell common exception words appropriate to phase.
	phoneme, grapheme, digraph, trigraph, split digraph
	Decodable practice, sound buttons, oral segmenting, manipulatives.
	Phonics checks and application in independent writing.
	Secure code knowledge to support Year 2 spelling patterns.
	Phonology • orthography • morphology • editing

	Year 2
	Weekly spelling linked to taught patterns
	Apply phonics automatically; spell common exception words; use suffixes and common patterns; proofread selected words.
	suffix, root word, contraction, apostrophe, homophone
	Word sorting, morphology, look-say-cover-write-check only after explicit teaching.
	Friday spelling check plus application in independent writing.
	Shift from phonics-dominant spelling to pattern/morphology knowledge.
	Phonology • orthography • morphology • editing

	Years 3 & 4
	Year-group spelling patterns and morphology
	Use prefixes/suffixes; distinguish homophones; use apostrophes accurately; learn statutory words; use dictionaries to check spelling.
	prefix, suffix, root, homophone, possessive, dictionary
	Word families, syllable chunking, morphology grids, personal spelling logs.
	Weekly check plus transfer into curriculum writing.
	Greater morphological awareness and independent checking.
	Phonology • orthography • morphology • editing

	Years 5 & 6
	PVoS: -ous; fact/fect/face/fice; -ary, -ery, ab-/a-, ad-/a- plus year-group standards
	Investigate etymology/morphology; spell unstressed endings; use prefixes/roots to infer spelling; edit independently using dictionaries/resources.
	etymology, morphology, root, prefix, suffix, exception
	Explicit word-family teaching; colour-code morphemes; cumulative retrieval; targeted personal lists.
	Friday test plus accuracy and self-correction in independent writing.
	Secondary readiness: strategic, independent spelling and editing.
	Phonology • orthography • morphology • editing
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