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Science
Progression combines substantive scientific knowledge with Working Scientifically: questioning, observing, classifying, testing, measuring, recording, pattern-seeking and concluding.
	Phase
	Term 1 focus
	Knowledge & skills progression
	Key vocabulary
	Adaptive teaching / SEND
	Assessment evidence
	Next step
	Disciplinary thread

	Nursery / Reception
	Understanding the World foundations
	Explore materials and natural phenomena; notice similarities/differences; ask questions; observe change; sort and describe using senses.
	observe, same, different, change, material
	Hands-on exploration, sensory vocabulary, adult questioning.
	Observation and talk.
	Build enquiry habits and comparative language.
	Working Scientifically

	Year 1
	Retrieval / seasonal and material observations as opportunities arise
	Name common materials; describe simple properties; observe seasonal/environmental change; ask questions and record observations simply.
	material, property, hard, soft, waterproof, season
	Real objects, sorting hoops, picture recording.
	Practical classification and oral explanation.
	Prepare for Year 2 material suitability investigations.
	Working Scientifically

	Year 2
	Materials
	Identify and compare everyday materials; explain suitability for uses; explore how shapes can be changed; ask testable questions; compare fairly; record findings and draw simple conclusions.
	material, property, absorbent, waterproof, flexible, rigid, transparent
	Practical tests, prediction frames, tables with symbols/words.
	Investigation: choose/test material for a purpose and explain result.
	Move towards variables, patterns and evidence-based conclusions.
	Working Scientifically

	Years 3 & 4
	Forces and Magnets (Y3)
	Compare movement on surfaces; understand contact/non-contact forces; observe magnetic attraction/repulsion; classify magnetic materials; identify poles; plan comparative tests and report patterns.
	force, friction, magnetic, attract, repel, pole, surface
	Concrete equipment, force arrows, structured tables, vocabulary rehearsal.
	Practical enquiry explaining a pattern with evidence.
	Develop control of variables and increasingly precise measurement.
	Working Scientifically

	Years 5 & 6
	Animals and their Habitats (Y5)
	Describe life cycles of mammals, amphibians, insects and birds; describe reproduction in some plants/animals; compare cycles; research scientists/naturalists; record data systematically and use evidence to explain similarities/differences.
	life cycle, reproduction, metamorphosis, gestation, pollination, fertilisation
	Diagrams, sequencing cards, videos/images, research scaffolds, dual coding.
	Comparative life-cycle explanation and enquiry/research outcome.
	Prepare for KS3 biological systems, reproduction and evidence-based scientific explanation.
	Working Scientifically
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